A Particular Accounr of the Proceed 
ings arthe Old«Bayly, the 17 & 18 
of this Inſtant October, with Re« 
lation to the Earl of Shaftsbury, 
and others, Priſoners in the Tower: 
and Mr. Rouſe, who was Indiged 
of High Treaſon, &c. 


N Monday the 19th 070b. began at the 01d- Baih, the General-Scfhons of Goal- 
delivery for thc City of London, and County of Middleſex ; where ſeveral Pe- 
titions were preſ:nred to, the Court, on the behalf of the Farl of Sheftesbury, 
Lord Howard of Eſcricke, Mr. Wilmore, and Mr. Whitaker, Priſoners in the 
Tower, and Mr. Wilſon Priſoner in the Gatehouſe, Praying they might be 

Bayled or brought to their Tryals; upon Reading whereof, the Court Declared, | 

That as toall the Petitions from the Priſoners in the Tower, they were to the fame ef- 
fe with thoſe that had been formerly preferred ; and whereupon, all the Judges had de- 
livered their Opinions, that the Matter defire# was not within the Power of this Courc, . 
but their remedy upon the At was to move the Court of Kings Bench the firſt week of the 
next Term, and the Court, was now of the ſame Opinion : Andas to the Petition of Wilſon, 
he was not within the power of this Court, in regard thCommiſhon of Goal-delivery, is 
limited to the Priſon of Newgate, andextended tro nfoE#er Priſon; and it was mentioned, 
that the ſame had becn formerly refolved in this Court, upon the like Petition of one Cbri- 


ian. 

# Then the Perſons Empancllcd to ſerve on the Grand Jury for the Goal-delivery for Zon+ 
don, being returned to be Sworn, Objeftion was*made againſt moſt of chem, by Council 
that attended by appointment of Mr. Attorney-General, as being Diſſenters from the 
Church of Englazd ; and two of them being charged by Name, were examincd by rhe Court, 
and they not denying their going to Conventicles, but refuſing to Anſwer, the Court di- 
Tefted the Secondary to name two others; and thereupon directed the Sheriffs to retura 
the Panell fo reformed, by putting in the Names of the two Perſons ſo named by the Se- 
condary, inſtead of the other two, which the Sheriffs at firſt refuſed to do ; bur the Lord 
Chief ſultice and all the other Judges then preſent, Declaring the Law in that Caſe ; and 
6 Act of 3 Hen. 8. bcing rcad, the Sheriffs did at laſt content to return the Pancll ſo Re- 
ormed, . 

The fame day Mr, Fohn Ronſe was gemoved from the Tower to Newgate, in order to his 
Trial : And on Tueſday the 1 8th, an Tndiftment of High Treaſon was Preferred againſt the 
ſaid Fobn Rouſe, by which he is charged to have Compaſſed and Imagined the Death of the , 
King, and to have endeavoured to raiſe a Rebellion, and to ſe His Majeſty from His 
Crown and Dignity; and this. his Wicked and Traiterous fo, have uttered and 
declared by Maliciousand adviſed Words and Diſcourſes. The Witneſſes were at the de- 
fire of the King's Councel, Examined in Conrt. And the Jury havidg heard the rw warn 

withdrew, 


(.2 ) 


withdrew, and aftcr ſome time returned, and delired they might Examine the Yirne Ne, 
in private, which the Court did not think fit to allow of, it bcirg Mr. Attorney's defics2 
ro have it oth: rwiſe; and- the Grand Jury pretending a Priviledge to have is fo, The 
Court told them tley bad a Priviledge £0 Conlult privatcly, but the King's Evidence n ighe 
2: any time be given cither Publickly or Privatcly,. as the Court ſhould Order ;. bur they 
ihould be allowed to have the Evidence given over again, and to Examine the Wines 
3 thcoughly as they picaſed : Whereupon they delired che WirneiTes might be kept apare, 
and out uf hcaring of what was ſaid ja Court, and called one after another, to give their 
Evidence, which was doae accordiazly, The lubftance of the whole Evidence was as 
follows, 

Firſt, Mr. John Wiat 4 Gentlemen of 4 gvod Zjt:te, was Sworn, and 4:poſed, That being in 
compiny with Mr.Roul(e, b2 the ſaid Roule, after othzr Diſcourſe, did ſay, that be believed th2 
Parliament as Oxford would wt fir long ; but that the frequent Provogations and Diſſelutions 
would little avail +be King, for that be would be forced to comply with them ; that 2! be had was 
given bim by the Parliam?nt, and they might taze it awty again when they pleaſed ; and that be, 
the Deponent, ſaying thereupon, That be rhgught the K ing bid as much right x0 bus Crown, as be, the 
Deponent, bad to aay Eſtate deſcerd:d ro bim from bs Anceſters ; Rouſe replied, The King bad 
forfeited bs Crown by breaking bs Coronation Oath, and had no more Right to it, than he, or any 
body elſe, Then Mr. Corbin ( who was employed together with Mr, Rouſe by the Commiſſioners 
appointed for Disban4ing'the late Army ) was Sworn, and declared, That being preſent at the Diſ- 
courſe berwten Mr, Rouſe and Mr. Wiat, be bzard My. Rouſe ſay the words above mentioned, 
or 10 that effe2. 

Mr. —_ Swore, That the ſaid Rouſe bal ſid to bin at ſeveral tim:s, That th? People of 
England were better than the K ing, that th:y would deal with bim wel enough, though Fe Diſe 
ſolved the Parliaments ; That they would pull him down, and ſerve bim a4 they 4id the Fool bis F a- 
ther ; That the ſaid Rouie cam? to bim th Deponent ſeveral times and would have bad bim Swear 
that the K ing was privy to the Firing of London aud to the Death of Sir Ednundbury Godfeey,ac, 
and would bave had bim ſcatter Libels, 10 make the People Riſe againit bis Majeſty. And that be the 
Deponent had received ſeveral Sums of Money from th2 [414 Rouſe. 

Mr, Denis ſwore, That Rouſe at Jzveral times told kim, The King was a Parift, and intended 
to bring in Popery ; That He therefore put off ®arliam-nts. but that they would no longer bear with 
Him, bat would compel Himto let the Parliament fir, until they bad accompliſhed their Ends, That 
He ww appointed to collett Moneys for the Maintenance of the witmeſſes : and that they need not 
fear any Yroſecution, for that they would ger ſuch Furies, as would never find them Guilty. And 
that the Deponent received a Weekly Allowance from Rouſe, | 

Mr. Smith, who was a Witneſs againſt rhe Lord Stafford, ſwore, That Rouſe told him at ſe= 
veral times that be gathered Moneys, and was to give freely to ſuch 4s would ſwear any thing againſt 
the Queen or the Duke ; And that th: ſaid Rouſe ſhewed bim , the Deponent , an Information, 
( which be wou'd bav2 bad Mr. Hayn's ſwear to) wherein it # ſaid that the King knew of the 
Firing of London, and tbe Death of Sir Edm1ndbury Godfrey. 

Mr. Turberville, likewiſe a Witneſs againſt the Lord Stafford, (wore, That ſome tim? after 
Fitz-Harris's Tryal, bring with Mr. Rouſe, and talking of the Times, and be, Mr. Turberville, 
ſaying, That they that had Eftates to loſe, would bave 4 care bow they fe!! into a RebeFion; Rouſe 
replyed, The Rabbke are all on our fide, and they that hxv? Eſtates among them, muſt do as they 
will brve them. 

Mr. Hvie, and Mr.Fobn Macnandys (wore, They bad received ſeveral Sums of Money from 
Mr. Rouſe ; and Mr. Jvie ſaid, I. Rouſe wonld bave bad bim ſwear again|t the King, the 
Queen, and the Duke. , 

The Witneſſes being a-ked conc-rning their Religion, all declared They were Proteftants. 
And there were other Witneſſes that were not examined. 

Then the Grand Jury withdrew, and after ſome i'ours, returned the Bill endorced, Ig- 
naramus. And the Court being Surprized thereat, and asking the Foreman', how they 
could upon ſo full an Evidence, return an Ignoramus, being they were upon their Oaths, 
and whether they believed not the Witneſſes, or were unſatisfied in Matter of Law ; 
for if they doubted the Law in any thing, they might have had the. Ooninion of the Court. 
The Foreman, anſwered, That that was their Verdict, and they had atisfied their own 
Conſciencrs, and conccived they were not bound to ſhew any Reaſons for it, 


—_—— 


In the SAVOY. 
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